
The Reign of King Solomon

תַּחְתָּי, וְהוּא יִמְלֹךְ, כִּסְאִי-וּבָא וְיָשַׁב עַל
1 Melakhim 1:35 
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An early mention of the kingdom of David

The Tel Dan stele, 850 BCE, mentions the 
king of Israel in the eighth line, and the house 
of David in the ninth. Middle Semitic script.



“Bet Dawid" : House of David
as 

it appears in Tel Dan Stele



Solomon Reigned in the 10th Century BCE

EGYPT:
CA. 1070-712 BCE:
Third Intermediate Period, 

Dynasties 21-24: 

This is a time of competing 
dynasties and of gradual 
fragmentation into even 
smaller political entities.

ASSYRIA:
Reigns of Ashur-Rabi II
Ashur-Resh-Ishi II
Tiglath Pilasar II
Ashur Dan II

The period was a weak one 
for Assyria, in which it did 
not have a stronghold 
over Israel . . . . 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ho/04/wam/hob_32.143.2.htm
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Map of David’s and 
Solomon’s Empires

Cities possibly fortified 
or built by Solomon:

1) Jerusalem!
2) Megiddo
3) Beth-Horon
4) Gezer
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Life in Solomon’s Time

,וַיָּקָם וַיֵּלֶךְ; יָרֵא מִפְּנֵי שְׁלֹמֹה, וַאֲדֹנִיָּהוּ
וַיַּחֲזֵק בְּקַרְנוֹת הַמִּזְבֵּחַ

1 Melakhim 1:50



Altar from the Solomonic Dynasty

http://www.rehov.org/Rehov/pic/04.jpg


Model of the Temple

;וְעֶשְׂרִים רָחְבּוֹ, אַמָּה אָרְכּוֹ-שִׁשִּׁים--אֲשֶׁר בָּנָה הַמֶּלֶךְ שְׁלֹמֹה לַיהוָה, וְהַבַּיִת
קוֹמָתוֹ, וּשְׁלֹשִׁים אַמָּה  .



The famous bronze columns – Jachin and 
Boaz – of the temple . . . 



• 13. And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre.

14. He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naph'tali, and his father 
was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he was filled with 
wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in 
brass. And he came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work.

• 15. For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high 
apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them 
about 

1 Melakhim 7:13-15



,לְאֻלָם, הָעַמֻּדִים-אֶת, וַיָּקֶם
,הָעַמּוּד הַיְמָנִי-וַיָּקֶם אֶת; הַהֵיכָל

-וַיָּקֶם אֶת, שְׁמוֹ יָכִין-וַיִּקְרָא אֶת
שְׁמוֹ-וַיִּקְרָא אֶת, הָעַמּוּד הַשְּׂמָאלִי

בֹּעַז

• 1 Melakhim 21: And he set up the 
pillars in the porch of the temple: 
and he set up the right pillar, and 
called the name thereof Jachin; and 
he set up the left pillar, and called 
the name thereof Boaz 



Felling Cedars of Lebanon and 
Importing Trees

• Shalmaneser III (858-824 
B.C.) and Sargon II (721-705 
B.C.) from Mt. Amanus,

• Sennacherib (704-681 B.C.), 
Mt. Amanus and Mt. Hermon 
(in E. Lebanon).

• Assurbanipal (668-631 B.C.) 
from Mt. Lebanon and Mt. 
Hermon. FN. J Hansman, p. 
32) Narim - Sin, Sargon of 
Akkad, and then of Gudea, 
attest to their control of the 
mountain where certain trees 
had been found and stripped



Plans of the Temple



Walls of Megiddo, ancient city

http://www.biblewalks.com/Photos/megiddo2S.jpg


Model of the Ancient City

http://www.biblewalks.com/Photos/Megiddo.JPG


There are three gates to enter the city: a lower level one, 
from 15th century BCE; an upper level one from 9th century 
BCE (Solomon’s era); and a third gate from 18th century BCE

http://www.biblewalks.com/Photos/Megiddo6.jpg


Scholars debate who built this gate: Solomon (10th century), 
Ahab (9th century) , or Jeroboam II (9th century BCE)
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    1 Melakhim 5:6: And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of 

horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen. 

http://www.biblewalks.com/Photos/Megiddo9.jpg


Stables at 
Megiddo

http://www.biblewalks.com/Photos/Megiddo14.jpg
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Layers from the Neolithic period (8300-4500 
BCE) to the Persian period (586-332 BCE)

http://www.biblewalks.com/Photos/Megiddo11.jpg


;הַרְבֵּה מְאֹד,   וַיִּתֵּן אֱלֹהִים חָכְמָה לִשְׁלֹמֹה וּתְבוּנָהט
. שְׂפַת הַיָּם-אֲשֶׁר עַל, כַּחוֹל--וְרֹחַב לֵב

9 And God gave Solomon wisdom and 
understanding exceeding much, and 
largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on 
the sea-shore. 

,וּמִכֹּל, קֶדֶם-בְּנֵי-מֵחָכְמַת כָּל,   וַתֵּרֶב חָכְמַת שְׁלֹמֹהי
. חָכְמַת מִצְרָיִם

10 And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of 
all the children of the east, and all the wisdom 
of Egypt. 

מֵאֵיתָן הָאֶזְרָחִי וְהֵימָן, הָאָדָם-מִכָּל,   וַיֶּחְכַּםיא
-שְׁמוֹ בְכָל-וַיְהִי; בְּנֵי מָחוֹל, וְכַלְכֹּל וְדַרְדַּע

. סָבִיב, הַגּוֹיִם

11 For he was wiser than all men: than Ethan the 
Ezrahite, and Heman, and Calcol, and Darda, 
the sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the 
nations round about. 

חֲמִשָּׁה, וַיְהִי שִׁירוֹ; שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים מָשָׁל,   וַיְדַבֵּריב
. וָאָלֶף

12 And he spoke three thousand proverbs; and his 
songs were a thousand and five. 

וְעַד, הָאֶרֶז אֲשֶׁר בַּלְּבָנוֹן-מִן, הָעֵצִים-עַל,   וַיְדַבֵּריג
-הַבְּהֵמָה וְעַל-וַיְדַבֵּר עַל; הָאֵזוֹב אֲשֶׁר יֹצֵא בַּקִּיר

. הַדָּגִים-הָרֶמֶשׂ וְעַל-וְעַל, הָעוֹף

13 And he spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in 
Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth 
out of the wall; he spoke also of beasts, and 
of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. 

--אֵת חָכְמַת שְׁלֹמֹה, לִשְׁמֹעַ, הָעַמִּים-מִכָּל,   וַיָּבֹאוּיד
. חָכְמָתוֹ-אֲשֶׁר שָׁמְעוּ אֶת, מַלְכֵי הָאָרֶץ-מֵאֵת כָּל

{ ס}

14 And there came of all peoples to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the 
earth, who had heard of his wisdom. {S} 



WISDOM LITERATURE



Egyptian Wisdom Literature  

• The prefect, the feudal lord Ptah-hotep, says: O 
Ptah with the two crocodiles, my lord, the 
progress of age changes into senility. Decay 
falls upon man and decline takes the place of 
youth. A vexation weighs upon him every day; 
sight fails, the ear becomes deaf; his strength 
dissolves without ceasing. The mouth is silent, 
speech fails him; the mind decays, remembering 
not the day before. The whole body suffers. That 
which is good becomes evil; taste completely 
disappears. Old age makes a man altogether 
miserable; the nose is stopped up, breathing no 
more from exhaustion. 



A Maxim of Ptah-hotep

• So plough the fields, and you will find 
whatever you need,
And receive the bread from your own 
threshing floor:
Better is the bushel which God gives you
Than five thousand deceitfully gotten;
They do not spend a day in the storehouse 
or warehouse,
They are no use for dough for beer;
Their stay in the granary is short-lived,
When morning comes they will be swept 
away.
Better, then, is poverty in the hand of God
Than riches in the storehouse;
Better is bread when the mind is at ease
Than riches with anxiety.

 

http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/Ancient Egyptian Literature


Babylonian Wisdom Literature



Dialogue of Pessimism

Death is the only dependable 
thing in life.


