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Motivational Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:4 

Romans 12:6-8 

Ministry Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:5    

Ephesians 4:11    

Manifestation Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:6    

1 Corinthians 12:7-10    

• Perceiver

• Server

• Teacher

• Exhorter

• Giver

• Administrator

• Compassion

• Apostle

• Prophets

• Evangelist

• Pastors

• Teachers

• Word of Wisdom

• Word of Knowledge

• Faith

• Gifts of Healings

• Working of Miracles

• Prophecy

• Discerning of Spirits

• Tongues

• Interpretation

The Three Categories of Gifts in the Bible
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Each Person Has Received Motivational Gifts from God

Biblical Principle Bible Reference Notes

1.  We are commanded to use them:  1 Peter 4:10, Romans 12:6

2.  Our gifts can be observed in

childhood: 

Proverbs 22:6 (TAB)

3.  Our gifts are built into us when 

God formed us: 

Psalm 139: 13-16 (TAB) 

4.  God is the source of our 

motivation: 

Galatians 2:8 (TAB)

5.  We are not to neglect our gifts: 1 Timothy 4:14 

6.  We are to stir up our gifts: II Timothy 1:6

7.  We are God's workmanship:. Ephesians 2:10

Page 5 in Study Guide



5

DNA and Your Giftings

•  God uses what scientists now call DNA to design and develop a child in the womb. 

•  If God has so precisely planned for the development of the physical body -- which 

is eventually subject to degeneration and death -- how much more has He planned 

for people's giftedness that makes them who they are. 

•  Just as DNA eventually brings forth their physical characteristics, so the

motivational gifts bring forth the interests, abilities, enthusiasms, and actions 

that shape people's personality and character.  

•  Research has proven this in the study of identical twins, who always do have the 

same motivational gifts as each other despite any outside environmental factors.  

Therefore, motivational gifts are given by God at the moment of conception.
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How Gifts Color Our Perspective

•  Our motivational gifts color the way we see everything in life.  

•  We often may think, “Why don’t others see things the way I see them?  God 

has purposely limited and focused our giftedness so that we must work 

together and remain dependent on each other in order to grasp the whole truth. 

•  Each of us is somewhat blind to the other perspectives.  We are wrong to say 

our way of seeing is the only true one.  We are each partly right.  But we are 

not totally right all by ourselves.  

•  We need each other’s viewpoints in order to see the complete picture.
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It is true that God bestows some of the gifts more frequently than others.  That’s 
because more people are needed in certain functions.  For instance, there needs to be 
more followers than leaders. Research has shown the following to be the percentage of 
people who have each gift as their primary gift:

◙ Perceiver 12%
◙ Server 17%
◙ Teacher 6%
◙ Exhorter 16%
◙ Giver 6%
◙ Administrator 13%
◙ Compassion Person 30%  

But just because there are more with a certain gift does not mean that gift is more 
important.  Neither does a lesser percentage mean a gift is somehow more special.  All 
the gifts are equally important, both in the sight of God and the body of Christ.  All the 
gifts are necessary.  All the gifts, when used properly, are a blessing.                 

Motivational Gifts Overview
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Motivational Gifts Overview

Gift Definition Needs Met What the Gift Does

Perceiver Declares the will of God Spiritual Keeps us centered on spiritual 

principles

Server Renders practical service Practical Keeps the work of the ministry 

moving

Teacher Researches and teaches 

God's Word

Mental Keeps us studying and learning 

God's Word

Exhorter Encourages personal 

growth and progress

Psychological Keeps us applying spiritual truths

Giver Shares material assistance 

and support

Material Keeps us sharing and provides for 

specific needs

Administrator Gives leadership and 

direction

Functional Keeps us organized and increases 

our vision

Compassion

Person

Provides personal and 

emotional support

Emotional Keeps us in right attitudes and 

relationships
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"For as in one physical body we have many parts (organs, members) and all of these parts do 
not have the same function or use.  So we, numerous as we are, are one body in Christ, the 
Messiah, and individually we are parts - one of another – mutually dependant on one another.“  
Romans 12:4-5 (TAB)

Perceiver:           eyes

Server: hands

Teacher:             mind

Exhorter:            mouth

Giver: arms

Administrator:   shoulders 

Compassion:     heart

Each Gift is Significantly Placed in the Body

Matthew 13:16 

Proverbs 31:20

Acts 17:11

Acts 13:15

Isaiah 51:9a

Isaiah 9:6a

II Thessalonians 3:5a
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Variables in Life that Produce a Unique 
Expression of Your Gifting

• Activities/Interests

• Attitudes

• Church Relationships

• Cultural Influence

• Economic Status

• Education

• Extrovert/Introvert

• Family Influence

• Health

• Heredity

• Location

• Male/Female

• Marital Status

• Opportunities

• Physical Appearance

• Profession

• Self-Image

• Spiritual Beliefs

• Talents

• Trauma
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